
  

 

 

THE FUSARO SURNAME in America 
traces to Romolo FUSARO in Lima 

and Cincinnati, Ohio starting 1905. The 
family originated in the small village of 

Fossalto, near Campobasso in 
south-central Italy near the Adriatic 

Sea. Many extended family members 
of Romolo also immigrated. Most were 
tailors who became clothes designers 
in America. By 1960, branches of the 

family could be found in Detroit, Dallas, 
Fort Lauderdale, Cincinnati, and Phila-
delphia. Other confirmed surnames in 

this line include Simone, Meale, Di 
Coccia and Bagnoli in Fossalto, Italy.  
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 SIMPLIFIED FUSARO PEDIGREE 

Gian Domenico FUSARO ♂ 
 

B. 1630 

Francesco FUSARO ♂ 
 

B. 1671 

Nicolo FUSARO ♂ 
 

B. 07/03/1707 Fossalto, Italy 

Giuseppe FUSARO ♂ 
 

B. 04/22/1780 Fossalto ? Italy 

Constantino Gregario 
FUSARO ♂ 

B. 03/09/1823 Fossalto Italy 
D. 02/19/1905 Fossalto Italy 

Buried in Fossalto 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO ♀ 
B. 12/05/1925, NYC NY 

L. Scarsdale, NY, Cincinnati, OH, 
Birmingham, MI, Atlanta, GA 

M. 12/28/1946, St Andrews Church, Cincinnati 
D. 05/03/2009 Atlanta GA 

Buried Arlington Cemetery, GA 

Michele FUSARO ♂ 
 

B. 05/08/1750 Fossalto, Italy 

Romolo Hugo FUSARO ♂ 
B. 06/21/1890, Fossalto, Italy 

Immigrated 1905 
L. Lima OH, NYC, Cincinnati, OH, 

& Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
D. 05/17/1980 Atlanta, GA 

Buried Forest Lawn Mausoleum 
Pampano Beach FL 

David P,  Stephen M,  Daniel T,  & John P. HARN 

Paul Henry HARN Jr. ♂ 
 

B. 08/11/1921, Dayton OH 
L. Dayton, OH, Birmingham, MI 

D. 04/17/1974 Atlanta GA 
Buried Arlington Cemetery, Atlanta GA 

Sandy Springs GA 

Maria Concetta SIMONE ♀ 
B. 1/10/1861 in Fossalto Italy 

M. 10/7/1886 
D. 04/15/1893 in Fossalto Italy (of Cholera?) 

Buried in Fossalto 

Antonetta Zara BELLUCCI ♀ 
B. 10/23/1900 S. Demetrio Corone, Italy 

Immigrated 10/24/1901 
L. NYC, Cincinnati OH & Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

M. 07/25/1921 NYC 
D. 05/16/1985, Palm Beach FL 
Buried Forest Lawn Mausoleum 

Pampano Beach FL 

Maria Rosa MEALE ♀ 
 

B. ? Italy 

Antonia Di COCCIA ♀ 
 

B. ? Italy 

Pasca dell’Armi di Salcito♀ 
 

B. ? Italy 

Giovanna Mascioli ♀ 
 

B. 05/08/1750, Italy 

Catarina MASTROPAOLE ♀ 
 

B. ? Italy 

 

FATHER:  Francesco MEALE  

FATHER:  Angelo Maria SIMONE 
D. Ohio 
MOTHER: Philamena MEALE 
D. Fossalto, Italy 

 FATHER:  Tomaso FOLCHI  
 MOTHER:  Antonia  

EMBLEM of FOSSALTO 
Official emblem of the Commune 
(town) of FOSSALTO, Italy.  
Fossalto used to be located in 
Campobasso province, which 
was re-organized and part was 
renamed Molise in 1963. 

 = immigrated to U.S. FUSARO COAT-OF-ARMS 



  

 
EARLY FUSAROS 

 

When Romolo and Antonetta 
lived in Italy in the early 
1960’s, they researched Ro-
molo’s genealogy and se-
cured their “after the fact” (not 
original) birth certificates. Ac-
cording to an Italian re-
searcher they employed 
about 1962, the Fusaro line 
can be traced to northeast 
Italy, near Venice and is as-
sociated with several impor-
tant families in Italian history. 
LEONARDO FUSARO wrote 
deeds for the Republic of 
Venice (no date given). In 
1562 in Rome, TOMASO 
FUSARO was knighted (given 

the title of “Cavaliere”) by Ottavio Farnesse, whose wife was the daughter of the Holy Roman Emperor. 
In 1693, GIOVANNI TOMASO FUSARO was treasurer for the powerful Estensi family. Members of the 
Estensi family were hereditary dukes of Modena, Reggio, and Ferrara (south of Venice) for several 
centuries. More recent members of the Fusaro family include a lawyer VINCENZO FUSARO, a medical 
doctor coincidentally named ROMEO FUSARO and two 19th century writers of some note, ELVIO and 
ERMENEGILDO FUSARO. It is unclear if these Fusaros were direct-line ancestors of Romolo, or 
merely relatives. Another branch of the family originated near Naples but appears to be undocumented. 

It is unclear how or when Romolo’s family ap-
peared in Fossalto. It was on this same trip to 
Italy that Romolo purchased the FUSARO Coat-
of-Arms (previous page). The accuracy of the 
research above has not been verified. On the 
other hand, Romolo’s nephew DINO 
(Constantino) FUSARO obtained church re-
cords during a visit to Fossalto in October, 
1997. Such records are usually, but not al-
ways, reliable. The church name is Chiesa 
Santa Maria Assunta and is part of the diocese 
of Trivento. The pedigree on the previous 
page is derived from these church records. 

4 views of Fossalto, Italy where Romolo FUARO’s family lived for at least 7 generations.  



 

 

Mother: Maria Rosa MEALE b. 1785?  Father: Giuseppe FUSARO b. 04/22/1780  Spouse: Maria SIMONE #1, Maria SIMONE #2, Antonia CARRELLI, Children: 7 died young + Nicholas, Nicetta, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Romolo Hugo, Guido & Mario. 

   CONSTANTINO GREGARIO FUSARO (b. 03/09/1823) 
Father of Romolo Hugo FUSARO 

 

Local records from the Church of Santa Maria Assunta in Fossalto (obtained by Dino FUSARO 
in 1997) show that Constantino was prolific to say the least when it came to having children. 
He and his 1st wife, Maria Beatrice SIMONE (daughter of Giovanni SIMONE & Dominicangela 
BAGNOLI) had 7 children. But none survived to adulthood. It is unknown why. Dorothy Fusaro 
HARN recalls hearing that Maria was not healthy and that she was 
frequently nursed by her “sister.” Dorothy also recalls hearing that 
Constantino fathered Romolo’s brother, Fortunato Nicola SIMONE, 
with his wife’s “sister,” out of wedlock. The church record confirms 
that Nick was born out of wedlock and that, surprisingly, Nick’s 
mother was also named Maria SIMONE, the same name as Constantino’s wife. But the 2nd 
Maria SIMONE’s middle name was Concetta and her father was Angelo Maria SIMONE so the 
2 Maria SIMONEs are positively two different women. City records confirm Maria Concetta 
SIMONE was not the “sister” of Maria Beatrice SIMONE, as recalled by Dorothy, but a niece, 

the daughter of Maria Beatrice’s brother, Angelo Maria 
SIMONE. Maria Concetta was a full generation younger than 
Constantino. Contrary to the church record, not only Fortunato 
but also Romolo and Nicetta (real name Bernice SIMONE) 
were children of Constantino and Maria Concetta SIMONE. 
There is an error in the 1997 church record on this point: Fortu-
nato, Beatrice (Nicetta) and Romolo were full siblings. Because 
Nick and Nicetta were born before Constantino and Maria Con-
cetta SIMONE were married and Romolo was born after they 
married, Fortunato and Beatrice had the legal surname 
SIMONE while Romolo the legal surname FUSARO. However, 
Nick and Nicetta used the surname FUSARO for everyday pur-
poses since they grew up in the household of Constantino, who 
married their mother while they were young. It appears then, 
that Constantino had 7 children with Maria Beatrice SIMONE 

(none survived) and 3 with Maria Concetta SIMONE: Nicholas, 
Romolo and Nicetta. When Maria Concetta died at age 32, 
probably of Cholera, Constantino married a much younger 
woman again, Antonia CARRELLI, the sister of his daughter 
Nicetta’s future husband Oreste. (According to Gary CAR-
RELLI, grandson of Nicetta, this mis-match in ages caused 
some tension in the family.) Antonia was the daughter of An-
gelo CARRELLI and Ottavia MEALE. She and Constantino had 
2 sons, Guido and Mario. Both were born when Constantino 
was in his late 70’s. A son of Mario, Dino (short for Constan-
tino) FUSARO, obtained the church records on the following 
page. According to Fabrizio FUSARO, grandson of Mario 
through Enzo, Dino suspected Mario and Guido’s biological 
father was not in fact Constantino but a man surnamed 
PIETRANTONIO. Although 4 of 5 of Constantino’s surviving 
children immigrated to America, Constantino did not. Both An-
nette Bellucci FUSARO (daughter-in-law) and Gary CARRELLI 
(great-grandson) state that Constantino was the mayor of Fossalto, which is confirmed by city 
records (see following page). Dorothy Fusaro HARN recalls hearing that he died falling off a 
horse when he was 82 years old. No known photos exist in America of Constantino. He is bur-
ied in Fossalto but there are no photos of his grave marker.  
 

                                   source: Dino FUSARO’s church records, Armando FUSARO, Gary CARRELLI, Fabrizio and  
                                                    Enzo FUSARO, City of Fossalto official records and Dorothy FUSARO interviews 

   FOSSALTO BELL TOWER 

FOSSALTO  STREET 

Constantino Gregario 
FUSARO ♂ 

B. 03/09/1823 Fossalto Italy 
D. 02/19/1905  Italy 



  

 
Summary of FUSARO church records (from the 
following page) from Saint Mary of the Ascension 
Church in Fossalto, Campobasso Province, Dio-
cese of Trivento, obtained by Constantino (Dino) 
FUSARO (son of Mario FUSARO nephew of Romolo 
FUSARO & grandson of Constantino Gregario FUSARO). 
 
Constantino Gregaroio Constanzo FUSARO 
b.  03/09/1823  Fossalto, Italy 
m. 03/02/1849  Maria Beatrice SIMONE (b. 06/24/1823). Her father was Giovanni, son of 
                           Dionigi and Domenicangela, daughter of Domenicantonio BAGNOLI 
 

Children of Constantino and Maria Beatrice SIMONE were: 
Maria Concetta b. 12/08/1850 d. 08/30/1852 lived 1.7 yrs Constantino 27 yrs old at time of birth 
Cristina Amalia b. 06/11/1851 d. 12/26/1861  lived 10.5 yrs Constantino 28 yrs old at time of birth 
Giuseppe              b. 03/10/1854 d. 02/17/1865 lived  9 yrs Constantino 31 yrs old at time of birth 
Felicia Palma       b. 03/16/1856 d. 04/04/1857 lived  1 yr Constantino 33 yrs old at time of birth 
Giulietta       b. 06/29/1858 d. 09/02/1859 lived 1.3 yrs Constantino 35 yrs old at time of birth 
Giovanni      b. 02/17/1864 d. 08/12/1864 lived 6 mos Constantino 41 yrs old at time of birth 
Maria Concetta    b. 10/11/1865 d. 04/04/1866 lived 6 mos Constantino 42 yrs old at time of birth 
Romolo Hugo b. 06/21/1890 d. 05/17/1980 lived 90 yrs Constantino 67 yrs old at time of birth 

 
Constantino had a child in 1884 with Maria Concetta SIMONE  (her father was Angelo Maria SIMONE); 
Fortunato Nicola b. 03/01/1884 d. about 1981 lived 97 yrs Constantino 63 yrs old at time of birth 
 
In 1893 Constantino married Antonia (Antoinetta) CARRELLI, daughter of Angelo CARRELLI and Ot-
tavia MEALE. She was much younger than he and was the sister of his daughter Nicetta’s future hus-
band, Oreste CARRELLI. (His daughter Nicetta -real name Beatrice- born in 1885-86, does not appear at all 
on this church record.) 
 
Children of Constantino and Antonia were: 
Maria   b. 07/11/1896 d. 07/11/1896 born dead Constantino 73 yrs old at time of birth 
Guido Vittorio  b. 01/15/1898 d. 01/??/1978 lived 80 yrs Constantino 75 yrs old at time of birth 
Mario (Mark)  b. 04/23/1901 d. 02/07/1960 lived 59 yrs Constantino 78 yrs old at time of birth 
 

(Dino - real name Constantino after his grandfather - and Enzo were Mario’s children) 
 

(Romolo had a sister NICETTA according to his wife Annette, daughter Dorothy, nephew Armando 
FUSARO (son of Fortunato Nicola) and Gary CARRELLI (Nicetta’s grandson). According to her social se-
curity application form, her mother was Maria SIMONE. According to her cemetery record, her father was 
Constantino FUSARO.  She was born 07/03/1886 when Constantino was 65 years old. She died in Cin-
cinnati on June 26, 1977. She appears with her husband Oreste and their 4 children on the 1930 census.) 
 
 

John P. HARN’s speculation: 
The entry on the church record for Romolo FUSARO (in red, above) is incorrect since his mother would 
have been 68 years old at the time of his birth and there would have been 25 years separation between 
Romolo’s birth and that of his nearest sibling. Matching the birthdates of Romolo and Fortunato (Nick) 
they, together with Nicetta, are the children of Constantino and Maria Concetta SIMONE, not Maria Bea-
trice SIMONE. According to Dorothy Fusaro HARN, Romolo said his mother died giving birth to him in 
1890. In fact, she died when he was 2 years old, in 1893 (surely he had no memory of her). This helps 
explain the timing of Constantino’s marriage to Antonia CARRELLI, also in 1893. 

FOSSALTO, about 1990 

 FOSSALTO about 1990 
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This is a mistake. Romolo’s mother was Maria Concetta 
SIMONE and he was Fortunato Nicola SIMONE’s full brother. 



  

 CONSTANTINO GREGARIO FUSARO 
Summary of Major Life Events     

►  Constantino Fusaro was born March 9, 1823 in Fossalto, the son of Giuseppe 
FUSARO and Maria Rosa MEALE. Giuseppe’s parents were Michele FUSARO and Antonia 
Di COCCIA. Maria Rosa’s father was Francesco MEALE. Fossalto’s population was 2,000. 
 
►  On March 2, 1849, Constantino married Maria Beatrice SIMONE. Between 1850 and 
1865 hey had 7 children, the last of which was born in 1865. All 7 died young, without leav-
ing children of their own. Their names were Maria Concetta, Cristina Amalia, Giuseppe, 
Felicia Palma, Giulietta, Giovanni and Maria Concetta again (the first had died before the 
second’s birth), thus 5 girls and 2 boys. Two of these children lived to be 10 years old, the 
others died before their 2nd birthday. The last child died in 1866. 
 
►  In 1878, for one year only, Constantino was the mayor of Fossalto. (According to An-
nette BELLUCCI, he also served as head of immigration (possibly “emigration?”). 
 
► Constantino FUSARO and Maria Concetta SIMONE (this was his 1st wife, Maria Bea-
trice  SIMONE’s niece) had a child, Fortunato Nicola SIMONE (Nick), on March 1, 1884. 
They were not married at the time. Contantino’s 1st wife, Maria Beatrice SIMONE was still 
alive. Thus Nick’s legal surname was originally SIMONE rather than FUSARO. 
 
►  Maria Beatrice SIMONE died April 17, 1886 in Fossalto at the age of 62. 
 
► Constantino FUSARO and Maria Concetta SIMONE had another child, Beatrice 
SIMONE, (Nicetta) on July 3, 1886, three months after Constantino’s first wife died. Ni-
cetta’s parents were not married at the time she was born. Although her original surname 
was SIMONE, she used the name Nicetta Fusaro in America (and probably in Italy as well). 
 
► Constantino FUSARO and Maria Concetta SIMONE married on October 7, 1886, three 
months after Nicetta was born and six months after Constantino’s first wife died. 
 
► Constantino FUSARO and Maria Concetta SIMONE had their 3rd and last child, Romolo 
Hugo FUSARO (Romeo) on June 21, 1890. At the time of his birth, his father was 67 and 
his mother was 30 years old. They had been married 4 years.  
 
►  Maria Concetta SIMONE, mother of Nick, Nicetta and Romolo, died April 15, 1893 when 
Romolo was 2 years old. She was born January 10, 1861, making her 32 years old at the 
time of her death. Maria Concetta SIMONE was the niece of Maria Beatrice SIMONE. Maria 
Concetta’s father was Angelo Maria SIMONE, who was Maria Beatrice SIMONE’s brother. 
Maria Concetta was 38 years younger than her aunt, Maria Beatrice. Nevertheless, she 
married her aunt’s widower, Constantino FUSARO, and bore him three children. 
 
► Constantino FUSARO married Antonia CARRELLI on July 15, 1893, 3 months after his 
2nd wife died. (Antonia’s brother, Oreste CARRELLI, would later marry Constantino’s daugh-
ter Nicetta.) Three children were born to Constantino and Antonia CARRELLI: 
 
 MARIA   b. July 11, 1896. She was born dead. 
 GUIDO VITTORIO  b. Jan 15, 1898.  He immigrated to the U.S. 
 MARIO   b. April 23, 1901. His children immigrated to the U.S. 
 
► Constantino FUSARO was 78 years old at the birth of his last child, Mario, in 1901. 
 
► Constantino died February 19, 1905 in Fossalto. Fossalto’s population was about 3,000. 



 

 

 

Giovanni 
SIMONE 

 

CONSTANTINO 
FUSARO 

B. 03/09/1823 Fossalto 
D. 02/19/1905 Fossalto 

Antonia 
“Edna” 
SIMONE 

Constantino Gregario FUSARO’s 3 wives 

 

Dominicangela 
BAGNOLI 

 

Angelo Maria 
SIMONE 

Maria Beatrice 
SIMONE 

1st wife  d. 1886 

 
Others? 

 

 

Philomena 
MEALE 

Maria Concetta 
SIMONE 

2nd wife  d. 1893 

Michele 
“Mike” 

SIMONE 

Antonio 
“Tony” 

SIMONE 

Pasquale 
“Paul” 

SIMONE 

——Maria Concetta FUSARO 
——Cristina Amalia FUSARO 
——Giuseppe FUSARO 
——Felicia Palma FUSARO 
——Giulietta FUSARO 
——Giovanni FUSARO 
——Maria Concetta FUSARO 

Fortunato 
“Nick” 

SIMONE 

Romolo 
“Romeo” 
FUSARO 

Beatrice 
“Nicetta” 
SIMONE 

Louis 
CARRELLI 

Angelo 
CARRELLI 

Otavia 
MEALE 

Oreste 
CARRELLI 

Albert 
CARRELLI 

Antonia 
CARRELLI 

3rd wife 
 

Guido 
FUSARO 

 

Mario 
FUSARO 

= Immigrated to U.S. 

= marriage 

 

= children of Constantino purple 

SUMMARY 
Constantino and his first wife were about the same age. They had 7 
children but none survived to adulthood. His 2nd wife was his first 
wife’s niece and thus a whole generation younger than he. Their 3 chil-
dren all survived to adulthood. When his 2nd wife died young (probably 
of cholera) he married another very young woman who was the sister 
of his daughter Nicetta’s future husband. Constantino and his 3rd wife 
had 2 children and both survived to adulthood. 

Mario’s children are 
Dino, Enzo Antionetta, Italo & Norma, all of 
Philadelphia, PA 

All of Angelo & Philomena’s known chil-
dren, except Maria Concetta, migrated to 
Ohio, as did Angelo himself, age 71, after 
the death of Philomena. 

None of these 7 
children survived 
to adulthood 

Guido’s children are 
Norma and Anne of 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

Giuseppe 
FUSARO 

 

Maria Rosa 
MEALE 



  

 CONSTANTINO GREGARIO FUSARO     

ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE LETTER 
 

“Today I am sending a copy of the list of mayors from 1809 until today, pulled from-the book 
of Don Antonio PIZZI, “Fossalto, History, Traditions, Rural Life,” which shows Constantino 
FUSARO as mayor in 1878. 
 

On some local birth certificates dated 1878, Constantino FUSARO has signed them as 
“town-councilor senior working as mayor for holder absent” and not as mayor. (He is “acting 
mayor” while the official mayor is away.) I am sending a partial copy of a birth certificate with 
Constantino’s signature. 
 

I could find nothing in the archive regarding the nomination of Constantino as Mayor or 
Councilor. 
 

Maria Beatrice SIMONE (Contantino’s first wife) died 04/17/1886 in Fossalto. 
 

Maria Concetta SIMONE, mother of Fortunato Nicola SIMONE (and Constantino’s second 
wife), was born in Fossalto 1/10/1861. She married Constantino Gregorio Costanzo 
FUSARO 10/07/1886. She died 04/15/1893 in Fossalto.” 
 
                                                                                      from   Piedimonte Domenichina 

Letter received in July, 2008 from Piedmonte Domenichina, an 
employee at the Comune of Fossalto. Fanny LIZIER 

(not a relative) was instrumental in getting this information. 

Constantino FUSARO’s signature 
in 1878, as mentioned in the letter 

at left, from a birth certificate he 
signed as part of his mayoral duties 

Fossalto Bell Tower 
Photo by Amenon, 2008 



 

 

Photo, right, is the author Don Antonio PIZZI showing his 
manuscript to Pat CARRELLI, wife of Robert CARRELLI, 
(a grandson of Nicetta FUSARO) during their visit to Fos-
salto in 1978 (see following page). PIZZI’s book was un-

finished at that time. According to Fanny LIZIER, who 
helped John P. HARN communicate with officials in Fos-
salto and San Demetrio Corone, “Pizzi was for 51 years 

the pastor of the parish in Fossalto. He told me that he 
retired last year (2007).”  Note crucifix on wall. 

He was 77 years old in 2008 and 47 years old at the time 
this photo was taken by Robert CARRELLI in 1978. 

2 pages from Don Antonio PIZZI’s book, “Fossalto, History, Traditions, Rural Life.” 
It shows Constantino FUSARO as mayor for one year only, 1878. 

Fanny LIZIER, who is not a family member but a woman John P. HARN hired to help with research and 
translation, sent the following message to John in 2008 after reading PIZZI’s entire book in the original 
Italian:   “I finished to read the book of Don Antonio Pizzi, the Fusaro family is mentioned a few times.  It was a 
small family, a few members are mentioned. I was hoping to find 
what profession they did, or in which part of town they used to live 
but I could not find anything precise. There is mention of a Mario 
Fusaro who was a forester, of Francesco Fusaro (Constantino’s 
father), Ulisse Fusaro, Maria Fusaro and Vincenzo Fusaro who 
was mayor from 1975 to 1999. Probably Maria Concetta Simone 
died of cholera, there was a huge epidemic in 1893. Father Pizzi 
was the priest in Fossalto for 50 years and he still lives there. From 
the two times I talked to him he seems to have a good memory, 
and I am sure he knows much more than what is in the book.” 

The relationship of Vincenzo FUSARO to 
Constantino FUSARO, if any, is unknown. 



  

 
FOSSALTO, ITALY 
and surrounding countryside 
of Molise Province 

Clockwise, from top left: 
Old building in Fossalto. 
View of countryside with edge 
of Fossalto visible at right. 
Cemetery showing unidenti-
fied graves. Olive tree in field 
outside Fossalto. All photos 
on this page taken from 
various internet sites. 



 

 
photos on this page taken from various internet sites 

FOSSALTO, ITALY 
and surrounding countryside of Molise Province 

Looking up at Fossalto 

FOSSALTO SURNAMES AS OF 2008 
100 different surnames were recorded in the phone 
directory. The number after each name refers to the 
number of families - no number means one family. 
 

ANTONECCHIA 4 * BAGNOLI 26 * BAGNOLI LUC-
CHESE * BRIENZA 17 * BRISOTTI 2 * BUZZELLI * 
CALABRESE * CAMELI * CANELLA 5 * CARASONE 4 * 
CARRELLI 19 * CARRELLI ANTONECCHIA * CHANG 
TULLO * CIARLARIELLO DI GIROLAMO * CIAR-
LARIELLO 24 * CIARLITTO 6 * CIARMELA 16 * CIC-
CARELLA 2 * CIRESE 4 * COLANGELO 13 * COLITTO 5 
* COPPOLA * CORNACCHIONE 46 * D'ALESSANDRO 
24 * D'ANDREA * DE CESARE * DE FELICE 2 * DE 
SIMONE 2 * DE VINCENZI BUZZELLI 3 * DI GIROLAMO 
4 * DI LAZZARO * DI PLACIDO * DI SARRO * DURANTE 
4 * FAGNANI 2 * FALASCA * FERRI * FESTA D'ALES-
SANDRO * FESTA 10 * FIERRO 12 * FOLCHI 4 * 
FRANCESCHELLI * FRANCHI * FRATANTUONO 8 * 
FUSARO 12 * GALLO 10 * GENOVA * GRANA 2 * 
GRANITTO 4 * GRIGUOLI * IACIOFANO * IORIO 4 * 
IZZI 3 * LALLO * LORETO * LUCCHESE * LUDOVICO * 
MANOCCHIO 5 * MARINO * MARINONI 2 * MARRONE * 
MASCIOLI 5 * MASTRANGELO * MEALE CORNAC-
CHIONE 3 * MEFFE * MEO * MOLINARO * MORCONE 5 
* MORSELLA * MUCCINO * NONNO 2 * PASSARO 7 * 
PASSERO * PERNA CAMELI 3 * PIEDIMONTE 15 * PIR-
ROCCO 2 * PIZZI * PORCHETTA * PRESUTTI * RUSSO 
12 * RUSSO TULLO * RUTA * SALIOLA BAGNOLI * 
SALIOLA 11 * SALIOLA VERGALITO * SANTILLI * 
SANTORO 5 * SARDELLA 2 * SOLLAZZO 3 * 
STINZIANI * TAVANIELLO 14 * TERRIACA * TO-
STI * TREMATERRA 2 * TULLO CARRELLI * 
TULLO 34 * VELOCCI * VERDILE * VERGALITO 
18 * VISCIONE *  
 



  

          ROMOLO (Romeo) HUGO FUSARO b. 6/21/1890 
son of Constantino FUSARO & Maria C. SIMONE, father of Dorothy Jean Fusaro HARN 

 

came to the U.S. in 1905, at the age of 15. He arrived alone, passed through NYC, and went directly by 
train to Cincinnati to join his older brother Nicholas, his sister Nicetta and their 3 uncles Simone. Nicholas 
and Nicetta arrived in the U.S. 1 year before Romolo. They sometimes lived together and sometimes 
apart in both Lima and Cincinnati where Nick and Romolo worked as tailors. Romolo lived with his sister 
Nicetta and her husband, Oreste CARRELLI, in Lima in 1916. Romolo was 
president of the “R. Fusaro Co.” a tailoring company in Lima in 1917. His vice-
president and treasurer were both non-Italians. Also in 1916, during WWI, Ro-
meo filled out a US military draft registration card. He was 26 years old, unem-
ployed, single and listed his address as 2307 St James Ave. in Cincinnati, 
(brother Nick’s address). He was 5’3”, weighed 120 lbs and stuffed himself 
with bananas and water to try to gain enough weight to pass the draft physi-
cal. He never served in the army. Romeo's naturalization certificate, dated September 16, 1916, was is-
sued in Lima, OH and shows his address as 774 Brice Ave. in Lima, the same address for his company. 
He seems to have moved freely between Lima and Cincinnati, spending most of his time in Lima. About 
1920 he moved to New York City. It is unclear exactly why, but possibly due to a friendship he had with 
either Mr. Colucci or Mr. Castelli. One day while in the Bronx, he stepped into a doorway to get out of the 
rain. It was the Bellucci residence. When the door opened, he met Antonetta BELLUCCI, 19 years old. 
They married on July 25, 1921 at Chiesa Di Nostra Signora Del Carmelo (Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Church), 627 E. 187th St. Bronx, NY. The marriage certificate shows her name as  “Antonetta” although 
her family called her Annie. About 1926 Romeo, with at least one partner, founded Silverstrype Co, a 
men’s clothing company in New York City. The company did well at first, but during the Great Depression 
Romeo lost a substantial amount of money. (According to daughter Gloria, one partner embezzled money 
and another threw himself in front of a train.) The 1930 census shows Romeo as a 38 year old clothes 
designer living with “Annette” (29 yrs old), their daughters Gloria (7) and Dorothy (4) and Annette’s mother 

“Marian” (70 & widowed) in “upscale” Scarsdale, N.Y. Prior to moving in 
with Romeo and Annette, Marian lived with her oldest son Frank and his 
family. In 1936 Romeo got his social security card. His SSN, 093-10-7657, 
was issued on 12/16/1936, only 18 working days after the very first issu-
ing day. On the actual card’s reverse, someone typed: “Silverstrype Co, 
Inc. 22 Bronson Ave, Scarsdale, NY,” Romeo’s home address. Brother 
Nick had remained in Cincinnati with his wife Virginia and their three chil-
dren, Armando, Mary and Delores. In 1940 Romeo & family moved back 
to Cincinnati where Dorothy and Gloria attended Withrow High School 
and University of Cincinnati. Marian moved back in with son Frank at this 
time, staying in NY. Romeo worked for Hyde Park Clothes across the 
Ohio River in Newport, Kentucky. In the mid-1950s, after both daughters 
were married, Romeo moved to New Jersey to work as a designer with 
McGregor Clothes. He retired at age 65 and he and Annette moved to 
Turin, Italy, staying for about 8 years. In Turin, he worked again as a 
clothes designer. He was well known in his field and was sought after by 
employers. He told his Italian employer he was only 55 and his youthful 

looks fooled them. This caused him some trouble with the U.S. Social Security Administration when he 
returned to the U.S. About 1964 he and Annette retired, this time for real, to the Fountainhead Condomini-
ums in Lauderdale-By-The Sea, Florida. Grandson John P. Harn visited them several times there as a 
teen-ager (sometimes with his brothers, sometimes alone) and remembers swimming with Romeo in the 
Atlantic Ocean at the crack of dawn (Romeo’s idea). As the waves crashed into them, Romeo (5’ 3” tall) 
would make a fierce boxing stance facing the waves and shout, “I’m the big strong man of the sea!”             
                               source: Dorothy Fusaro HARN, Armando FUSARO (son of Nick), John P. HARN, Gloria Fusaro BERNARDINI 
                                                                                                                                        

ROMEO FUSARO SIGNATURES 
Note use of “ROMEO” on 1916 Draft Card 
(l) and  “ROMOLO” on 1916 Naturalization 

Cerfiicate (r).  

Mother: Maria Concetta SIMONE b.  01/10/1861 Father: Constantino FUSARO b. 03/09/1823  Spouse: Antonetta Zara BELLUCCI b.10/23/1900  Children: Gloria Anne and Dorothy Jean 

Romolo Hugo FUSARO ♂ 
B. 06/21/1890, Fossalto, Italy 

Immigrated 1905 
L. Lima OH, NYC, Cincinnati, OH, 

& Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
D. 05/17/1980 Atlanta, GA 

Buried Forest Lawn Mausoleum 
Pampano Beach FL 
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 Romolo FUSARO’s  birth record, 6/21/1890 

Original birth certificate (above) of Ro-
molo FUSARO b. 6/21/1890 in Fossalto, 
Italy. The word-for-word English transla-
tion, left, courtesy of Fanny LIZIER. 
 

No middle name is given for Romolo. 
The street name where his parents, 
Constantino and Maria Concetta 
Simone FUSARO, lived at the time of 
his birth is “Alley Primo Piano Gallo.” 
The modern name of this street might 
be Via Alfieri. Constantino is shown as 
an “owner.” According to translator 
Fanny Lizier, “Constantino’s profession 
is not simply owner, but landowner (land 
and buildings).” He appears to have 
been relatively well-off financially. 
 
 

Constantino’s signature (below) is 
enlarged from the bottom of the original 
document (above). Note it’s similarity to 
his 1878 signature on a previous page. 

Fossalto street scene. 
Photo from the internet. 

 

 

A Carlo ORLANDO from Fossalto later immigrated to Cincinnati 
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 Romolo FUSARO in Lima, Ohio   Naturalization / Citizenship 

From THE TIMES-DEMOCRAT newspaper, 
Lima Ohio, Saturday evening edition, 
9/16/1916. In other stories visible on the same 
page: President Woodrow Wilson's sister died. 
There are some silent motion pictures playing 
in town. The British are struggling to take care 
of their war-wounded (WWI was 2 1/2 years 
old but the U.S. wouldn't join for another 6 
months). Romolo’s immigration year is wrong. 
His sister Nicetta FUSARO & her husband 
Oreste CARRELLI also lived at 774 Brice at 
this time. Image courtesy of Barbara KHAJA, 
granddaughter of Mike SIMONE. 

 

Romolo had some minor difficulty applying for naturalization 
(citizenship). He first applied in January 1916. Frank Colucci 
and James W. Gensel were his 2 required witnesses. (A man 
named Ralph Gensel was the treasurer of the R. Fusaro Co, 
mentioned in article at right.) One of his witnesses was de-
clared invalid (reason unknown) and Romolo filed a new appli-
cation shortly afterward, this time with Michael and Rose 
SIMONE (Romolo’s maternal aunt & uncle) as witnesses. It 
appears that Romolo couldn’t remember if he had immigrated 
in 1905 or 1906 since both dates appear several times on the 
same form. While preparing to file his application in late 1915, 
he received a letter from the Commissioner of Naturalization 
stating his immigration record had been found and that he ar-
rived on the S.S. Citta di Napoli on June 30, 1905, departing 
from Naples. It is not clear why there is confusion about his 
arrival year. The newspaper article at right was printed the 
same day his naturalization was approved. 

1915 postcard of Allen County Court House, Lima OH, where 
Romolo FUSARO filed his naturalization paperwork in 1916. Both 

automobiles and horse-drawn carriages are visible on street. 

Portion of a letter dated 12/7/1915 addressed to Romolo FUSARO, con-
firming his immigration date as 6/30/1905 which was sent to Rolomo’s 
744 Brice Ave. address in Lima by the Commissioner of Naturalization. 
The top part of the letter states his arrival date came from “immigration 
authorities.” The date-stamp was added by the Allen Co. Courthouse 
when Romolo submitted this letter with his naturalization application. 



  

 The R. FUSARO COMPANY 
 1 Sherwood Bldg, Lima Ohio, 1917  

According to Anna Selfridge at the Allen County Historical Society Museum in 
Lima, the address formerly known as “1 Sherwood Bldg.” was one of the three 
buildings shown above, on the northeast corner of Public Square. All three 
buildings are still standing today but the building at left has lost its top floor & 
roof. Photo is labeled 1917, the same year Romeo FUSARO had his tailoring 
business at this location. Penciled on the reverse is, “Public Square looking 
north 1917 (Interurban car is one of the Lima-Cleveland Limited W.O.R.Y).”  
Interurban car is circled in blue at left. Tracks are visible in street. 

- Photo courtesy Allen Co. Historical Society - 
 

Photo below (by John P. HARN) shows these same buildings in 2009. A 
woman who saw John taking the photos mentioned that there was a tailor shop 
in the middle building in the 1960s, about 40 years after Romeo left Lima for 
New York City. 



 

 

1917 

HISTORIC LIMA OHIO  
 
 
(left) 
Parade of 
some kind 
showing 
horse-drawn 
steam pow-
ered fire 
engines. 
Place is 
“Public 
Square”, in 
the center of 
downtown 
Lima about 
1910. 
Romeo 
FUSARO 
first appears 
in Lima in 
1908. There 
do not 
appear to be 
any automo-
biles in this 
photo. 

Building a replica of log cabin as part of the Allen County Centennial celebration, August, 1917, Public Square, 
downtown Lima. Romeo FUSARO operated the “R. FUSARO CO.” in this year, within 50 yards of this location. 

Eventual location of Romeo’s tailor shop 



  

 

       1909 

HISTORIC 
 Lima Ohio  

Public Square, downtown Lima 
facing south, about 1910 

Lima street 
corner 
1915-20 

Old buildings photographed by John P. HARN 2009 

Close-up of bldg  
 on previous pg. 



 

 
LIMA 
OHIO 
2009 

 
photos by 

John P. HARN 

Romeo FUSARO’s diamond ring (right) engraved on the inside 
with “Romeo Fusaro March 9, 1916”. This was apparently a gift 

commemorating Romeo’s officially becoming a U.S. citizen. It 
is unknown who gave it to him but John P. HARN speculates 
several relatives chipped in to buy it for him. Ring was in the 

possession of John P. HARN in 2009, inherited from his 
mother, Dorothy Fusaro HARN, Romeo’s daughter, in that 

year. Both Romeo and Dorothy wore it for decades. It is visible 
on his right hand in several photos from the 1930s & 1950s. 

 
774 Brice Ave where 
Romeo lived when 
he filed his applica-

tion for naturalization 
in 1916. He lived 
here with his half-

brother Guido 
FUSARO, sister 
Nicetta Fusaro & 
Nicetta’s husband 

Oreste Carrelli 
 1916-17. 

Allen County court-
house (built 1884) 

as it looked in 2009. 
This is where Ro-
meo filed his appli-

cation for naturaliza-
tion in early 1916. 



  

 

 

ROMOLO  HUGO  FUSARO 

 1913 in Lima 

 Wedding Day, 1921 in NYC 

 about 1915 

 1913 in 
Lima 

1929 with daughters Dorothy & Gloria in Scarsdale, NY 

 Romeo (r) about 1910, probably in Lima 

   1912-15 with uncle Mike SIMONE (?) in Lima OH 

   swimming in FL with John P. 
HARN at the Fountainhead 1967 



 

 

 About 1942, with daughters Gloria & Dorothy 
In Cincinnati 

 about 1962 

about 1940 

about 1940 with half-brother Guido (L) and brother Nicholas (R) 

 about 1975 with grandsons Daniel Harn (L) and Stephen Harn (R) in Atlanta 

 about 1960 on vacation in G
reece 

 about 1970 with wife Annette 

  with Paul HARN Jr., about 1955 in MI 

     about 1975 in Danny’s hat in Atlanta 

ROMOLO  HUGO  FUSARO 



  

 

Romeo and Antonetta 
on their wedding day 06/25/1921 

Our lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 
Bronx,  NYC, where Romeo and 
Annette were married and where 
daughter Dorothy was baptized. 

ROMOLO  HUGO  FUSARO 

Altar of Mt. Carmel Church. 
Photo taken in 1937, 16 years 

after Romolo & Antonetta’s 
wedding. 

1930 census showing Romeo, wife Annette, daughters Gloria and Dorothy and Annette’s widowed mother, Marian 
Liguori BELLUCCI, living at 22 Bronson St. in Scarsdale, NY. Since Romeo does not appear on the 1910 or 1920 cen-
sus, this is the only census available (in 2007) that includes him. It shows his immigration year as 1909. Other docu-
ments show 1905. Romeo was known for confusing dates, including his birth year and age. This census shows An-
nette’s native language as Italian whereas the 1910 Bellucci census shows it as English. She was only 1 year old at the 
time of immigration and likely grew up bilingually. She may have played a valuable role as translator/interpreter for her 
mother and older siblings. 

Romeo had a non-conformist, independent streak, which he probably inherited from his father. Constan-
tino had a history of ignoring taboos in his own community (having children out of wedlock, twice marrying 
a girl at least 30 years younger than himself after his wife died...). Amy Carrelli (wife of Nicetta’s grandson 
Gary) recalls hearing that in Fossalto, teachers would line the children up to go to mass and that Constan-
tino, who didn't respect church leaders, would pull Romolo, Nicholas and Nicetta out of the line. When 
Nick and Romolo came to America, they attended a Presbyterian rather than a Roman Catholic church, a 
radical choice for rural Italians. Armando FUSARO (Nick’s son) states that Nick avoided Catholicism due 
to “corruption” in the church. (Romeo later attended Catholic churches but was not very religious.) When 
Romolo lived in Lima OH, he started a company with two non-Italians. Neither of his children had Italian 
names. These things, taken together, show a willingness to abandon the old ways and follow a new path. 



 

 

1929 on vacation 
at Lake Placid NY 

Romolo Hugo FUSARO 

With Annette BELLUCCI and half-brother Guido 
about 1923-24 

1921, on his honeymoon in NY 1921, on his honeymoon in NY. According to daughter 
Gloria Fusaro Bernardini, he could ride a horse well. 



  

 

Romeo FUSARO about 1952 in Summit NJ 
where he worked as a designer at McGregor 
Clothes for several 
years. 

Newspaper articles (Cincinnati Enquirer January, 1937) 
courtesy of Gloria FUSARO. Romeo was still living in 
Scarsdale when he attended the conference. Perhaps 
some contacts he made at the conference resulted in 
a job offer and his returning to Cincinnati 21/2 years 
later. Correct age for Romeo was 46, not 35. Romeo 

was frequently “less than truthful” about his age and 
his youthful looks let him get away with it. It is un-

known if he lied to the reporter about his age or if was 
a simple error. 
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Romeo FUSARO (2nd from left) about 1910 (20 years old) in Cincinnati Ohio. Apparently people went to photo 
studios for entertainment. The others may or may not be relatives but do appear to be Italian. It looks like they 
picked random “props” available in the studio. The man behind Romeo is holding a toy bear on Romeo’s head. 

Romeo & Annette Bellucci FUSARO at 
daughter Gloria’s wedding, 1946 Cincinnati. 

The couple at left are Cesare BERNARDINI’s 
(Gloria’s husband) parents. 



  

 

22 Bronson St, 
Scarsdale, NY 

About 1929, left 
& right 

26 Observatory 
Hill in Cincinnati 
1940, left and 

2007, right 

1251 Westmin-
ster Ct, in 

Cincinnati 1945, 
left and 2007, 

right 

Sidewalk along 
right front of 

1251 Westmin-
ster Ct, in 

Cincinnati with 
Dorothy 

FUSARO and 
Paul HARN Jr. 

in 1945, left and 
John P. HARN 
in 2007, right 

ROMOLO & 
ANNETTE’S 

HOUSES 

Dorothy 

Romolo 

Gloria 
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ROMOLO & 
SIBLINGS 

Nicetta’s signature from her husband, Oreste CARRELLI’s, 
death certificate, 1949 

Mario FUSARO 
(left) about 1938 in 
Fossalto. He is the 
son of Constantino 
FUSARO and his 
3rd wife, Antoneta 
CARRELLI, making 
him the half-brother 
of Nick, Nicetta and 
Romolo FUSARO & 
the full-brother of 
Guido FUSARO. 



  

 
Romolo H. FUSARO  various records 

Clockwise 
from upper 
left: 
 
WWI Draft 
registration 
card issued 
1916; Social 
Security card 
issued 
Dec,1936; 
back of WWII 
draft registra-
tion card & 
front of same 
issued April, 
1942; mar-
riage certifi-
cate issued 
by church 
July, 1921. 



 

 

In June, 2009, Romeo FUSARO’s daughter, Gloria Ann Fusaro BERNARDINDI introduced John P. HARN 
to Betty MURPHY, who worked at Hyde Park Clothes at the same time Romeo did. Romeo FUSARO was 
Betty’s boss and she remembered him clearly. According to Betty: 
 

“Romeo wore perfectly cut suits. He was short. I guess you could say he was a fair boss. My hus-
band (Tom Murphy) was a model there, a cocky Irishman. One day when I went to the bathroom, 
Romeo saw I was gone and broke into mad Italian. He left Hyde Park when the war came. His nick-
name was “Fuzzy” Fusaro. He was the big shot. It was the end of the depression. He didn’t have 
any enemies. I was a button marker. Romeo hollered, “Who is the girl Murphy is marrying!” He 
never tried to lower my wages. I worked there 1939 till the war. Romeo worked there 8 years. He 
was funny, soft-spoken.” 
 

Betty Murphy lived in the same nursing home as Gloria Fusaro Bernardini and was about 87 years old in 
2009. According to Gloria, the story about Romeo shouting out, “Who is the girl Murphy’s going to marry?” 
was meant to show that although he was the boss, Romeo was friendly to the lowest paid workers. 

ROMEO FUSARO at HYDE PARK CLOTHES 
Newport, KY 1940 to about 1950 

The three photos on this 
page were probably taken 
during the time Romeo and 
Betty MURPHY (below) 
worked at Hyde Park Clothes 
in Newport, Kentucky. 
Photos and captions cour-
tesy of: “Italians of Newport 
and Northern Kentucky” by 
Pamela Ciafardini Casebolt 
and Phillip G. Giafardini, 
2007. 



  

 

 

MEMORIES OF ROMEO FUSARO 
 

DOROTHY FUSARO HARN REMEMBERS… 
THAT her father, Romeo FUSARO, made grape wine in a locked room in the basement with a friend 
named Dan. Dorothy and her sister Gloria were supposed to keep it secret since it was illegal. 
THAT her father, Romeo FUSARO, “ruled the roost.” 
THAT no one in her house was allowed to talk during the Lowell Thomas radio program.  
THAT one year Romeo tried to get rid of their Christmas tree by tossing it over the 2nd storey deck and it 
damaged the deck and the side of the house. 
THAT her grandfather, Constantino FUSARO, gave her uncle, Nick FUSARO, money to attend tailoring 
school in Rome but when Nick got there, he spent the money partying and trying to impress girls. When 
Nick returned to Fossalto, Constantino was very mad and told Nick to go to America. 
 

STEPHEN M. HARN REMEMBERS… 
THAT his grandfather, Romeo FUSARO, chain-smoked 3 Kent brand cigarettes while walking after 
dinner, and that he didn’t smoke otherwise. 
 

JOHN P. HARN REMEMBERS… 
THAT his grandfather Romeo used to give John and his brothers “butt-wipes” in crowded places. A “butt
-wipe” is when you run your hand quickly up the crack of someone’s butt in order to surprise them in a 
crowded place and then pretend you didn’t do anything. Romeo did this many times but John specifically 
remembers Romeo doing it in a crowded elevator at the upscale Fountainhead condominiums and then 
acting like he didn’t know what the commotion was about (about 1967).  
THAT Romeo was impressed by wealth and titles. When he told stories about people, he would often 
describe them as being, “Chairman of the Board,” which meant that we should all be impressed. 
THAT Romeo’s favorite author was James Michener. 
 

GLORIA ANN FUSARO BERNARDINI REMEMBERS…  
THAT when her father Romeo first arrived in Cincinnati from Italy, he wore a monocle and spats and that 
his uncle and brother wouldn’t let him go outside of the house dressed like that.  
THAT soon after arriving in Cincinnati, Romeo went out to mail a letter to Italy. He didn’t know his way 
around the “big city” and used a tobacco store wooden Indian as a landmark. He didn’t know that there 
were many wooden Indians outside of many tobacco shops. He got lost and walked for several hours 
until he found his way home. 
THAT when she was in Jr. High School, her sister Dorothy decided she wanted to be called Jean (her 
middle name) and tried to get everyone to call her that. 
THAT according to Romeo and his brother Nick, the priest in 
Fossalto was “playing around” (had girlfriends). 
THAT Romeo’s clothing company in New York (Silverstripe 
Co.) folded for financial reasons before the family moved to 
Cincinnati. The treasurer was embezzling money and one of 
the partners jumped in front of a train, killing himself. 
THAT she and her family moved from Scarsdale to Cincinnati 
in 1940. 
THAT her family homes on Observatory Hill Rd. and West-
minister Dr. were rented. Romeo lost money when he sold his 
Scarsdale home and vowed never again to buy a home. He 
advised Gloria never to buy a home. 
THAT one day when they lived in Scarsdale, Romeo won a 
chicken. He brought it home and her mother Annette BEL-
LUCCI killed it and cooked it for dinner. 
THAT Romeo and Annette sailed to Europe on the Queen 
Elizabeth II (John P. HARN’s note: It was more likely the U.S.S. 
Constitution) and he brought with him ready-to-wear machin-
ery for tailoring not available anywhere in Italy at the time. 
THAT Romeo wore a ring with a Masonic symbol but Annette 
made him take it off. 

Romeo FUSARO abt 1910 



 

  MARIA Concetta SIMONE’s birth record, 1/10/1861  
 Romolo FUSARO’s mother 

Original birth certificate (left) of Romolo 
FUSARO’s mother, Maria Concetta 
SIMONE b. 1/10/1861 in Fossalto, Italy. 
The word-for-word English translation is 
below, courtesy of Fanny LIZIER. 
 
 
Her father (Romolo’s grandfather) An-
gelo Maria SIMONE’s occupation is 
shoemaker.At age 28, Maria would marry 
Constantino FUSARO, age 65, and give 
birth to Romolo 2 years after that. She 
gave birth to Romolo’s siblings Nick at 
age 23 and Nicetta at age 25.  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Maria Concetta Simone FUSARO died in 
1893, when Romolo was 2-3 years old, 
possibly of Cholera. According to the His-
tory of Fossalto by Don Antonio PIZZI 
(see following pages), there was a Chol-
era epidemic at that time. 
 

In 1861, Fossalto was in the Kingdom of  
the Two Sicilies. Italy was not unified until 
1871 and was made up of several smaller 
kingdoms in 1861. 
 

Below, signature of Angelo Maria 
SIMONE, Maria Concetta’s father, 1861, 
enlarged from above document 

 

 
  

“Fossaceca” is the old 
name for Fossalto. 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 Family of 
Maria Concetta SIMONE 
Romolo FUSARO’s mother 
 

Maria Concetta SIMONE 
Romolo’s Mother 

B. 1/10/1861 in Fossalto Italy 
D. 04/15/1893 in Fossalto Italy (of Cholera?) 

Her siblings (Romeo’s aunts & uncles) in America: 
Antonia “Edna” Simone FUSARO 

b. 1864-65 in Fossalto  immigrated 1902  
(husband related to Romeo?) buried in Cincinnati OH 

Michele “Mike” Cosmo SIMONE b. 1870 in Fossalto 
immigrated 1892, buried in Lima OH 

Antony “Tony” SIMONE b. 1871 in Fossalto 
immigrated 1895, buried in Cincinnati OH 

Pasquale “Paul” SIMONE b. 1874 in Fossalto 
immigrated 1896, buried in Dallas TX 

Maria 
Philomena MEALE 

 

B. Fossalto Italy 
D. Fossalto Italy 

Giovanni SIMONE ♂ 
B. 1792 Fossalto, Italy 

D. before 1861 
Fossalto Italy 

Domenicangela 
BAGNOLI 

 

B. 1796 Fossalto, Italy 
D. Fossalto Italy 

Arrival record of Angelo Maria SIMONE, father of Maria Concetta SIMONE and grandfather of Romolo 
FUSARO. He passed through Ellis Island on May 23, 1903 after a 7-week journey on the S.S. Ravenna sailing from 
Naples. He was 71 years old, giving him a birth year of 1832. His occupation was carpenter, he was widowed and his 

destination was Cincinnati. Seven other passengers on this page were also from Fossalto. He had $7.00. He could 
read and write. He intended to stay with his son, Pasquale Simone, who lived at 223 W. 6th in Cincinnati. He will later 

appear on the 1910 census of another son, Michele Simone, living in Lima, Ohio. He died in 1912. 

Maria Concetta SIMONE married Constantino FUSARO 1866 
 

They were the parents of Nicholas (Fortunato) (b. 1884), 
Nicetta (Beatrice) (b. 1886) & Romolo Hugo (b. 1890) 

 

S.S. RAVENNA in 1880 

Maria Concetta SIMONE had 3 brothers and 1 sister 
who immigrated to Ohio. It is unknown if she had 

other siblings who stayed behind in Fossalto but it 
seems unlikely given the fact her father, Angelo 

Maria SIMONE, immigrated to Ohio in 1903 to live 
with his son Michele SIMONE in Lima, probably be-
cause there were no children left in Fossalto to take 
care of him in his old age. Maria herself never came 
to America but her 4 known siblings did, within a few 

years of her death at age 32 in 1893. Her husband, 
Constantino FUSARO, was  68 when she died. He 

remarried, fathered 2 more children (Guido & Mario) 
and lived until 1905. 

 

Angelo Maria SIMONE♂ 
B. 02/15/1832 Fossalto, Italy 
Immigrated to U.S. in 1903 

L. with son Mike in Lima OH 1910 
D. 06/01/1912 Cincinnati Ohio 
Buried Calvary Cem, Cincinnati 



 

 

Angelo Maria SIMONE, father of Maria Concetta 
Simone and maternal grandfather of Romeo FUSARO, 1912 death 
certificate. He is buried in Calvary Cemetery, Cincinnati (not Dayton). Birth year is shown as 1831. The informant, HK BOYLE 
knows a lot about Angelo’s history but Boyles relationship with Angelo is unknown. An Herman K. Boyle lives on Batto Street in 
Cincinnati in the 1910 census. He is a 37 year old painter, married with a small baby. 

ANGELO MARIA SIMONE b. 2/15/1832   Birth & Death Records 
Father of Maria Concetta SIMONE & Maternal Grandfather of Romolo FUSARO 

Original birth certificate (left) of Romolo FUSARO’s maternal grand-
father, Angelo Maria SIMONE b. 1832 in Fossalto, Italy. The word-
for-word English translation is below, courtesy of Fanny LIZIER. 
 

Different records assign him different occupations during his life-
time. The birth certificate of his daughter Maria Concetta (previous 
page) shows his occupation as shoemaker. His ship manifest/arrival 
record lists him as a carpenter. His death certificate shows he was a 
retired merchant. And Annette BELLUCCI, who married his grand-
son Romolo FUSARO, described him in a letter to John P. HARN 
as, “a musician, poet, astronomer and orator”!! 
 

It is unclear exactly why he traveled to America at the age of 71 in 
1903. Perhaps his wife, Philomena MEALE died in 1903. All his 
children had immigrated to Ohio or died. Maybe he had no family 
left in Fossalto to care for him. Romolo and Angelo lived in Lima, 
OH at the same time, from about 1905 to 1912, and no doubt they 
interacted often. Dorothy Fusaro HARN, Romolo’s daughter, was 
unaware until 2008 that Romolo’s grandfather had come to America 
and was buried in Cincinnati, the city she lived in for many years. 
 

Angleo Maria SIMONE must have known Romolo’s father, Constan-
tino FUSARO very well since Constantino married, and had children 
with, both Angelo Maria’s sister, Maria Beatrice SIMONE AND his 
daughter, Maria Concetta SIMONE. 

Last sentence suggests A
ngleo M

aria’s father w
as illiterate. 



  

 
  Early SIMONEs and FUSAROs in OHIO 

Michele (Mike) Cosmo SIMONE (L) and Edna (Antonia) Simone FUSARO (R) death certificates. They are brother and sis-
ter, Romolo’s uncle and aunt. Both show parents as Angelo Mario SIMONE and Philomena MEALE. Both immigrated from 
Fossalto, before Romolo did. Edna married a Tony FUSARO from Fossalto, but his relationship to Romolo, if any, is un-
clear.  He came to Cincinnati first and Antonia and their children joined him later. Their children were Josephine (married 
name Mastropaolo, Lillian (married name Malora) and Maggie (married name unknown).  Michele’s (Mike’s) wife, whom he 
married in America, was Rose Ellmann. She was born in Ohio of German immigrant parents. Their children were Angelo, 
Marietta, Luella, Franklin, Magdalena and Martha. Both Mike and Edna lived first in Cincinnati. Edna stayed there until her 
early death in 1913 but Mike moved to Lima sometime before 1907 apparently to work for the railroad, although he had a 
vegetable and fruit retail store there for many years. He was active in the Christopher Columbus Society in Lima. 

1900 census showing 
P a s q u a l e  ( P a u l ) 
SIMONE and brother 
Tony SIMONE and their 
families renting different 
houses on the same 
street, W. 6th, in Cincin-
nati. They are brothers of 
Michele (Mike) and Edna 
SIMONE, above, and 
Romolo’s uncles. Both 
married in Fossalto, Italy 
before immigrating. Tony 
stayed in Cincinnati but 
Pasquale eventually  
moved to Dallas TX. 
Tony’s wife’s maiden 
name was Angelina 
FUSARO, of unknown 
relationship to Romolo. 
Her parents were Mich-
ele FUSARO and 
Giuseppina MAIORINO 
(sp?). Tony named his 
daughter Filomena, after 
his mother. Pasquale 
was a tailor and Tony 
was a marble setter. 



 

 

  
    

IMMIGRATION YEAR ACCORDING TO 
  

NOTES 

Michele (Mike) Cosmo 
SIMONE 

1891       1920 U.S. Census 
1892       1900 U.S. Census 
1892       Ellis Island 
1893       1910 U.S. Census & Obituary 

Romolo’s uncle. Arrived single, married 
Rosa ELLMAN in Ohio. Lived 1st in 
Cincinnati, apparently was first to go to 
Lima. 

Pasquale (Paul) SIMONE 1895       1920 U.S. Census 
1895       Ellis Island 
1896       1900 U.S. Census 
1896       1930 U.S. Census 

Romolo’s uncle. Married Louisa BRI-
SOTTI in Italy. Lived in Cincinnati, later 
moved to Dallas, TX. 

Antonio (Tony) SIMONE 1895       1900 U.S. Census 
1904       1910 U.S. Census 

Romolo’s uncle. Married Angelina 
FUSARO in Italy. Lived in Cinci. 

Antonia (Edna) SIMONE 1902        Ellis Island 
1906       1910 U.S. Census 

Romolo’s aunt. Married Antonio 
FUSARO in Italy. Lived in Cinci. 

Angelo Maria SIMONE 
(Maria Concetta’s father) 

190?       1910 U.S. Census 
1903       Ellis Island 

Romolo’s maternal grandfather. Arrived 
in U.S. a widower. Lived Cinci, Lima 

Nicholas Fortunato 
FUSARO 
real name Fortunato Nicola 
SIMONE 

1904       Ship manifest 
 

Romolo’s brother. Arrived single, re-
turned to Italy to marry Virginia 
PIETRANTONIO, both returned to Cin-
cinnati in 1911. 

Guido FUSARO 
his mother was Antonia 
CARRELLI, sister of Ni-
cetta’s husband Oreste. 

1914      1920 U.S. Census Romolo’s half-brother. Arrived single, 
married Levio MASSIO in Lima in 
1925. Lived in Philadelphia. 

Nicetta FUSARO 
real name Beatrice SIMONE 

1904       Ship manifest 
1905       1930 U.S. Census 

Romolo’s sister. Arrived single, married 
Oreste CARRELLI. Lived Lima & Cinci. 

Romolo (Romeo) Hugo 
FUSARO 

1903       Lima Newspaper 
1905       Ship Manifest 
1906       Naturalization Application 
1909       1930 U.S. Census 

Romolo lived with Nicetta & Oreste in 
1918 in Lima. Arrived single in 1905, 
married Antonetta BELLUCCI in NYC, 
1921. 

SIMONE & FUSARO IMMIGRATION:  Red = Maria Concetta SIMONE’s sibling 
   Green = Maria’s child 

Maria Concetta SIMONE’s siblings and children in America 

1910 census showing Michele (Mike) Cosmo SIMONE, wife Rosa, children Angelo, Marietta, Louella & Franklin living at 
1221 Atlantic Ave in Lima, OH. Mike is the brother of Romolo’s mother and an “agent” (labor recruiter?) for the Erie Railroad. 
Later he will own an import/produce store. Rosa’s maiden name was ELLMAN. The last name on the page is Mike’s father, 
& Romolo FUSARO’s grandfather, Maria Angelo (Angelo Maria) SIMONE. He is Maria Concetta SIMONE’s father & is the 
only one who cannot speak English. He immigrated 7 years earlier at age 71 (his age of 87 on this census is wrong). In 2 
years he will be dead (death certificate on previous page). Four years after that Mike and Rosa will sponsor Romolo’s natu-
ralization application. Mike will die in 1948 and Rose in 1957. Romolo lived nearby but was not counted in the 1910 census. 
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 MIKE (Michele) Cosmo SIMONE 
Romolo FUSARO’s maternal uncle, brother of Maria Concetta SIMONE 

 Mike Cosmo SIMONE Obituary 
(below) The Lima News, 05/25/1948. 

His birthplace is wrong. 

The Lima News 
1957 May 28 (Tues) 

Deaths 

Rose Simone 
Funeral services will be 
held Friday in Lima for 

Mrs. Rose (Ellman) 
Simone, 85, of 1223 S. 
Atlantic Ave., who died 

Monday at Memorial 
Hospital following a one 
month illness. She had 
lived 55 years in Lima. 
Mrs. Simone’s husband, 
Mike, died in 1949.  Sur-
vivors are four daughters, 

Mrs. Marietta Oster-
meyer, Erie, Mich; Mrs. 
Louella Myers, Hume; 

Mrs. Magdalene Jordan, 
Sacramento, Calif; and 
Mrs. Martha McCrate, 
Dayton; two sons, A.G. 
Simone, Bellefontaine, 

and Frank Simone, 
Toledo; a brother, Ber-
nard Ellmann, Cincin-
nati; 26 grandchildren 

and 13 great-
grandchildren. 

Services will be held at 
9:30 a.m. Friday in St. 
Johns Catholic Church.  

Fossalto, Italy. Mike SIMONE’s hometown 

 

All newspaper articles on this page 
courtesy of Ms. Treva MONFORT, 
a volunteer at the Allen County OH 

Historical Society. 

(L) Mike & Rose SIMONE signatures, April 1916, from Romolo FUSARO’s naturalization application 



 

 

YEAR 
 

NAME OCCUPATION RESIDENCE NOTES 
 

1886-90 
 

No FUSAROs, SIMONEs, or CARRELLIs in Cinci or Lima City Directories 
1891 Mariano FUSARO Tailor 70 W. 6th Identity unknown. Michele (Mike) SIMONE 

immigrated 1891 but is not in the directory. 
1892 Mariano FUSARO 

Antonio FUSARO 
Tailor 
Tailor 

22 E. 5th 
22 E. 5th 

Same address suggests they’re related. Anto-
nio’s wife, Antonetta SIMONE sister to Mike, 
Paul & Tony SIMONE & aunt to Nick, Nicetta 
& Romolo FUSARO arrives from Italy 1902 
with children to join him. She buried her father, 
Angelo Maria SIMONE (below) in Cinci 1912. 

1893 Mariano FUSARO 
Antonio FUSARO 

Tailor 
Tailor 

342 W. 6th 
342 W. 6th 

Still together. Mike SIMONE may be here 
but is not in directory) 

1894 1. Mariano FUSARO 
2. Antonio FUSARO 

Tailor 
Tailor 

1. N.E.C. 6th & Smith 
2. Crner 3rd Sycamore 

No longer living together. 

1894 Mike SIMONE files “Intent” to become a naturalized citizen paperwork in Allen Co. OH (LIMA) but (maybe) never 
followed up with a full application later. He does not appear in the LIMA city directory until 1901 but could have be-
gun living there earlier. Mike’s friend, Frank COLUCCI, appears in LIMA city directory starting 1891. 

1895 1. Antonio FUSARO 
2. Mariano FUSARO 
3. Antonio SIMONE 
4. Michael SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor 
3. Laborer 
4. Packer 

1. 326 Main 
2. N.E.C. 6th & Smith 
3. N.E.C. 6th & Smith 
4. N.E.C. 6th & Smith 

Romeo’s uncles Mike and Tony SIMONE, 
newly arrived in Cinci, are living with 
Mariano FUSARO. Mariano is a relative. 

1897 No SIMONEs 
1. Mariano FUSARO 
2. Antonio FUSARO 

 
Tailor 
Tailor 

1. Works Emilio 
    VALERIO 
2. Rooms 8.5 E. 6th 

Unclear where Tony and Mike SIMONE are 
living. They could be in Cinci despite not ap-
pearing in the directory. 

1899 Mariano FUSARO 
Antonio FUSARO 

Tailor 
Tailor 

109 E. Court 
109 E. Court 

They are living together again. 

1901 1. Mariano FUSARO 
2. Mrs. Angelina  
    SIMONE 
3. Pasquale  
    SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Nothing 
 
3. Tailor 

1. 908 Vine 
2. 227 W. 6th 
 
3. 215 W. 6th 

Paul SIMONE 1st appears in directory al-
though he immigrated 1895. Angelina was 
the name of Antonio SIMONE’s wife. Un-
clear if this is her. Note absence of Antonio 
SIMONE. He may be in Italy. 

1901 Cosmo SIMONE 
(this is Mike 
SIMONE) 

 Laborer 801 W. Kibby Mike is already married to Rose ELLMAN 
by this year. He probably moved to Lima 
1895-96. 

1902 1. Mariano FUSARO 
2. Tony FUSARO 
3. Mrs. Angelina  
            SIMONE 
4. Luigi SIMONE 
5. Pasquale  
    SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor Shop 
3. Nothing 
 
4. Tailor 
5. Foreman of  
    Coat Dept. 

1. 908 Vine 
2. 32 W. 6th 
3. 227 W. 6th 
 
4. 21 W. 7th 
5. 215 W. 6th 

Tony FUSARO is Antonio, husband of An-
tonetta SIMONE (Romeo’s aunt who was 
also called Edna). Luigi’s identity is un-
known. Note all others live at same ad-
dresses as in 1901. Luigi’s address is not 
shared by any others, implying he might not 
be related. 

1902 Mitchell C. SIMONE 
(this is Mike 
SIMONE) 

Section Head 
(unknown com-
pany) 

E. side Atlantic Ave, 
South of Paul (house 
gone in 2009) 

Mike Simone was probably already in close 
contact with Frank COLUCCi, who may have 
influenced Mike’s employment for years. 

1903-04 1. Antonio FUSARO 
2. Mariano FUSARO 
3. Anthony SIMONE 
4. Pasquale  
    SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor 
3. Laborer 
4. Tailor Shop 

1. 1112 Clay 
2. 908 Vine 
3. 227 W. 6th 
4. 215 W. 6th 

Antonio (Anthony) SIMONE reappears same 
address as Mrs. Angelina SIMONE in 1902. 
Maybe he returned to Italy for family reasons. 
1910 census shows his (second) arrival in 
1904. Angelo Maria SIMONE, Antonio’s fa-
ther, came to U.S. age 71 in 1902 but Antonio 
not on the ship manifest w/ him. 

1903 Mitchell C. SIMONE 
(married to Rose) 

Interpreter E. side Atlantic Ave, 
South of Paul (house 
gone in 2009) 

In 1901 Frank COLUCCI also interpreter. In 
1903 Frank supplied immigrant labor to local 
business, incl. railroads. Interpreters were 
needed. Mike worked for Frank COLUCCI? 

1905 1. Antonio FUSARO 
2. Mariano FUSARO 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor 

1. 1112 Clay 
2. 908 Vine 

Anthony & Pasquale SIMONE do not ap-
pear this year for an unknown reason. 

1906 1. Anthony SIMONE 
2. Louis SIMONE 
3. Pasquale  
    SIMONE 
4. Nichola FUSARO 

1. Mosaic Tile Mkr 
2. Tailor 
3. Tailor 
 
4. Tailor, Foreman 

1. 230 W. 6th 
2. 109 E. Court 
3. 215 W. 6th 
 
4. 1332 Main 

Louis SIMONE may be “Luigi”  from 1902. He 
lives same address as Antonio and Mariano 
FUSARO 1899. Nichola (Nick) immigrated 
with sister Nicetta 1904. Romeo 1905. Nicetta 
married 1907. Maybe all 3 live together 1906. 

SIMONEs, CARRELLIs & FUSAROs in Cincinnati & Lima OH 
from the Cincinnati (shown in blue) and Lima (shown in red) City Directories 



  

 

YEAR 
 

NAME OCCUPATION RESIDENCE NOTES 
1906 Michael SIMONE 

M. Angelo SIMONE 
Nothing 
Nothing 

1119 Atlantic Ave 
1119 Atlantic Ave 

M. Angleo SIMONE is Angleo Maria, father 
to Mike, Pasqual, “Edna” & Tony SIMONE 
& grandfather to Nick, Nicetta & Romeo 
FUSARO. He arrived 1903 and may have 
stayed 1st in Cinci before moving to Lima. 

1907 Nicholas FUSARO 
Romelo FUSARO 

Tailor 
Tailor 

133 W. 3rd 
133 W. 3rd 

Romeo immigrated 1905. Nicetta marries 
1907 but no CARRELLI in directory. 

1907 1. Angelo SIMONE 
2. Michael SIMONE 

Gardener 
Agent 

1319 Atlantic Ave 
1119 Atlantic Ave 

Angelo 76 years old, lives by self near son 
Mike. Mike is “agent” & might work with 
Frank COLUCCI, agent for ocean & railroad 
tickets 1907. Mike might work directly for 
railroad. 

1908 1. Romeo FUSARO 
2. Nicholas  
    FUSARO 
3. Carala FUSARO 
4. Angelo SIMONE 
5. Michael SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor 
 
3. Tailor 
4. Nothing 
5. Interpreter 

1. 1319 Atlantic Ave 
2. 1319 Atlantic Ave 
 
3. 1319 Atlantic Ave 
4. 1319 Atlantic Ave 
5. 1319 Atlantic Ave. 

Romeo & Nick move to Lima and stay with 
grandfather, Angelo SIMONE. Mike & Rose 
SIMONE live with them (house was gone in 
2009). Identity of “Carala” FUSARO un-
known but name is similar to “Carrelli.” 
Probably only Mike could speak English 
well in this year. 

1909 1. Nichlas FUSARO 
2. Romeo FUSARO 
3. Angelo SIMONE 
4. Michael SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Tailor 
3. Nothing 
4. Agent 

1. 802 W. North 
2. 802 W. North 
3. 1221 Atlantic Ave 
4. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Romeo & Nick get a place of their own 
while Angelo lives with son Mike. 

1910     No Nicholas 
1. Romolo FUSARO 
2. Michael SIMONE 

 
1. Tailor 
2. Agent 

 
1. 802 W. North 
2. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Nicholas apparently returns to Cincinnati. 

1911-13     No Romeo 
1.Oreste CARRELLI 
2.Angelo SIMONE 
3.Michael SIMONE 
 

 
1. Tailor 
2. Nothing 
3. Agent 

 
1. 774 Brice 
2. 1221 Atlantic Ave 
3. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Oreste’s wife is “Nicetta.” This is last listing 
for Angelo SIMONE who dies 1912 & is 
buried in Cinci by daughter “Edna” Simone 
FUSARO. Romeo disappears from direc-
tory until 1915. He filed his WWI draft regis-
tration in Cinci using brother Nick’s Cinci 
address 1915. 

1912 Nicholas FUSARO Tailor 1329 Main Nicholas returned Fossalto to marry Virginia 
Pietrantonio, back to Cinci 1911. Romeo’s 
location unknown 1911-15. Other records 
show him both Lima and Cinci 1915. Nick is 
next door to his 1st Cinci address in 1906. 

1913 Nicholas FUSARO Tailor Foreman 2844 Stanton Starting a family. 

1914 Oreste CARRELLI 
Michael SIMONE 

1. Tailor 
2. Agent for Frank  
         COLUCCI 

1. 774 Brice 
2. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Oreste’s wife is “Bernice.” Michael is clearly 
working for Frank COLUCCI. 

1915-16 1.Oreste CARRELLI 
2.Romeo FUSARO 
 
3.Michael SIMONE 

1.Tailor Jos Kuhn 
2.Tailor, 1 Sher 
        wood Bldg 
3. Agent for Frank  
         COLUCCI 

1. 774 Brice 
2. 774 Brice 
 
3. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Romeo has moved back to Lima & is living 
with sister Nicetta and her family. He is 
probably self-employed as a tailor in the 
Sherwood Bldg. 

1917 1.Oreste CARRELLI 
2.Guido FUSARO 
 
3.Romeo FUSARO 
 
4.Michael SIMONE 

1.Tailor 
2.Tailor at R.  
     Fusaro Co. 
3.President, R.  
     Fusaro Co. 
4.Steelworker 

1. 774 Brice 
2. 774 Brice 
 
3. No address given 
 
4. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Romeo has own company w/ treasurer & 
secretary. Went to NYC 1918-20. Guido 
worked for Romeo 1917 but lived with Nick 
FUSARO in Cinci 1920, maybe moving to 
Cinci when Romeo left for NY. Guido is 
tailor at Cinci clothing factory 1920. He im-
migrated 1914. 

1919 Nicholas FUSARO Tailor, Foreman 2307 St. James  Romeo used this address when he regis-
tered for the draft during WWI in 1916. 

1919-24 1.Oreste CARRELLI 
2.Michael SIMONE 

1. Carrelli & Silone 
2. Grocer 

1. 774 Brice 
2. 1221 Atlantic Ave 

Oreste & partner offer “High class men’s 
tailoring, cleaning, pressing & repairing for 
ladies & Gentlemen” 125 E. High St. Lima. 
Mike SIMONE’s grocery is at 907 S. Main. 
Oreste & Nicetta move to Cinci 1925 

continued… SIMONEs, CARRELLIs & FUSAROs in Cincinnati & Lima OH 
 
  

from the Cincinnati (shown in blue) and Lima (shown in red) City Directories 



 

 THE CARRELLI 
FAMILY  

of Cincinnati 

The original immigrants from Fossalto 
were Oreste CARRELLI and Nicetta 
FUSARO (Beatrice SIMONE). They mar-
ried in Cincinnati. Presumably, they knew 
each other in Italy as well. Oreste’s sib-
lings, Albert & Louis also immigrated to 
Cincinnati, as did Nicetta’s siblings, 
Nicholas & Romolo. The children of 
Oreste and Nicetta were Julia, Remo, Ed-
ward, Ellen and Alfred. 

Alfred CARRELLI, 1940s 
Brother of Remo, Julia, 
Ellen & Edward Carrelli, 
Father of Robert Carrelli 

(see following page) 

Remo (left) & Edward 
CARRELLI, 1930s 

Remo CARRELLI (above) 1930s 
father of Gary Carrelli 

 

Julia Carrelli BROWN 
Remo, Ellen Carrelli GRINE 
& Edward CARRELLI 
1970s, children of 
Oreste & Nicetta 
Fusaro CARRELLI 

(right) Marian E. ROSE 
Carrelli (wife of Remo), 
Julia & Nicetta Fusaro 

CARRELLI  1930s-40s 
Edward is behind them. 



  

 

 
(L) Nicetta FUSARO 
& Oreste CARRELLI 
about 1912 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(R) Nicetta FUSARO 
& Oreste CARRELLI 

about 1925 
 

Oreste CARRELLI 
& Nicetta FUSARO 
(real name Beatrice Simone) 
of Fossalto, Italy. 
Brother-in-law and Sister 
of Romeo FUSARO. 

This wedding photo may have 
been taken 1907,  three years 
after Nicetta immigrated with her 
brother Nicholas and 2 years 
after Romeo immigrated. Their 
exact wedding date and location 
isn’t known. 



 

 

 

Robert CARRELLI in Fossalto 
b. 01/29/1931   Grandson of Nicetta Fusaro (Beatrice Simone) CARRELLI, son of Alfred CARRELLI 
Robert CARRELLI is the grandson of Nicetta Fusaro CAR-
RELLI and the son of her firstborn, Alfred. He was born out-of-
wedlock and at the age of 5 was adopted by another family 
when his mother could not longer take care of him. He grew up 
without his Carrelli relatives in his life. In the summer of 1978 
he set out to change that. After getting in touch with his Carrelli 
uncles, aunts and cousins in Cincinnati, he and his wife Patti 
visited Fossalto, Italy, the birthplace of Nicetta Fusaro and 
Oreste Carrelli, the grandparents he had never known. 
In his own words, from his autobiography LUCKY LIFE: 
“It was a quiet little hillside town, and nothing seemed to be go-
ing on the Saturday we drove into it. The night before, we had 
stayed in the nearby city of Campobasso, and luckily for us, 
had found a map showing how to get to Fossalto. We saw a 
group of elderly men sitting around the town square, so we 
parked the car, got out, and approached them. I had studied 
Italian that spring and asked one of the men the first of my pre-
pared questions, “Prego, dove e il municipio?” I asked him 
where the town hall was, since we figured logically it would be 
the first place for family records. He told me it was closed and 
asked me why I had come to Fossalto. I produced the picture of 
my grandparents which my Uncle Ray (his cousin Gary CAR-
RELLI’s dad) had given me. He squinted at it, put his glasses 
on, studied it carefully for a moment, and then his face lit up, 
and he exclaimed, “E il mio zio! E il miozio!” That’s my uncle! 
And so it was. My grandfather, Oreste Carrelli, was this man’s 
uncle. His name was Romuldo Carrelli, and he had lived in this 
little town all his life. Although he hadn’t seen him in many long 
years, he recognized my grandfather in the picture. He knew 
Oreste had emigrated to America, and that he had settled in a 
place called Cincinnati. By this time other people were gather-
ing around to look at the picture. Among those who gathered 
around us was Romuldo’s niece, who was visiting from London 
and spoke English and Italian. She was able to translate the 
rest of our conversation. I told her the complete story of my 
background and the reason for our visit, and she translated it to 
Romuldo, who upon hearing what I did for a living, proudly an-
nounced to the others hovering around, “E il maestro!, E il 
maestro!” He is a teacher! He is a teacher! I never got that kind 
of recognition at home. This was great. These were my kind of 
people. Italian blood flowed like Chianti in my veins! After a lot 
of talking and translating, the niece took Pat, Romuldo, and I 
out to the local cemetery to see the Carrelli graves, of which 
there were many. Carrelli was the most common name in town, 
and when I mentioned that one of my early ancestors had been 
“il sindaco,” the mayor of the town, (Constantino FUSARO, Ni-
cetta’s father) that caused another stir. Next we were taken to 
see the parish priest (Don Antonio PIZZI), who showed us 
around his church, a small, tidy place, and then proudly intro-
duced us to his life’s work, his Magnum Opus. He had decided 
many years earlier to trace and record the history of all the 
families in Fossalto. He was a sincere, dedicated man, but he 
was only up to the 1700’s so far. This would be his life’s work, 
all right, but only if he lived to be 200 years old! We stayed a bit 
longer, talking to various people, eating lunch with Romuldo 
and his niece, and then, since we had a room in Campobasso 
waiting for us, we reluctantly said goodbye to this charming little 
town and the relatives I had met and the history I had discov-
ered, and drove away. As far as I know, I was the first and pos-
sibly the only Carrelli ever to visit the town where it all began.” 

 

Fossalto Street Scene 

Robert and Romuldo 

Robert CARRELLI (l) & Romuldo’s niece (r) 

Photos by Robert & Patti 
CARRELLI, 1978 



  

 
FOSSALTO, ITALY 
and surrounding countryside of Molise Province 

Photos on this page taken 
from various internet sites 



 

 “FOSSALTO: History, Tradition, Rural Life” 
A two-volume book by local priest, Don Antonio PIZZI. 

Researched over a 35+ year period & published in 1999. 

  Cover of Volume One            Cover of Volume Two                  Father Antonio PIZZI 

Father Antonio PIZZ’s book contains a small chapter on the Fraternity of Fossaltoese, a 
support network and club organized in Cincinnati by Fossalto residents who immigrated to 
Ohio. A group photo is reproduced on the following page. Fanny LIZIER translated PIZZI’s 
pages on this group as follows: 
 
“Corporate and government benefits for workers, even in the far away land of America, were not es-
tablished until the 1950s. At the end of 1800s and the beginning of the 1900s, it could be a real trag-
edy for emigrants in America to be sick or have a misfortune at work. The modest savings put aside 
by most workers for emergencies was not enough to cover costs incurred by serious illness, death or 
emergency repatriation to Italy. 
 

In Cincinnati, Ohio, a group of Fossaltoese conceived and established a legal entity, the Society of 
Mutual Aid (also called the Fraternity of Fossaltoese) on January 25, 1915. The founders were: 
Pasquale SIMONE, Antonio SIMONE (Romolo, Nick and Nicetta’s maternal uncles), Carlo ORLANDO, 
Francesco BARONE and Concezio MAIORINO. 
 

All members between 16 and 55 years of age paid dues, which increased according to age.  The join-
ing fee for first-time members was $2 if you were 16 years old or younger, and up to $7.50 for mem-
bers 55 years or older. In addition, annual membership dues of $12 were paid by all members. Every 
year elections were held in December for President, Secretary, Vice Secretary, Treasurer and inspec-
tors (trustees). There were also official positions during ceremonies or parades including Marshal, 
Sergeant of arms, and a Flag carrier. The Society was of great help to Fossalto emigrants and their 
families up until the years after WWII when government programs provided similar benefits. 
 

Aid was given for the usual cases of illness or minor accidents. In the case of a death of a member, all 
other members paid an additional fee for the aid the surviving family members. 
 

In the parish (of Fossalto) we keep a copy of the original statute of the Society, it was sent by Mrs. 
Giovanna Colangelo, who was the Secretary of the Society in 1931. The President at that time was 
Teresina Valerio. The Society operated until the 1970s. One of the last responsible members was the 
Secretary, Mr. Giovanni Di Girolamo, son of Vincenzo, who emigrated in the fifties. The Society shut 
down completely in 1973, at that time Mr. Riccardo Orlando, of late Simone, was President and 
Giuseppe Presutto, of late Francesco, was the Secretary.” 



  

 

 

“Fraternity of Fossaltoese” group photo in Cincinnati, 08/12/1917 

Romolo “Romeo” FUSARO 
(in right oval) and his brother 
Fortunato “Nick” FUSARO (in 
center oval) at a gathering of 
the Fraternity of Fossaltoese 
in Cincinnati. The organiza-
tion was founded by their 
uncles, Pasquale and Anto-
nio SIMONE, with others. 
Their sister Nicetta may also 
be in this photo, taken 12 
years after Romolo immi-
grated. He is 27, still single 
and operating his own tailor-
ing company, “R. Fusaro Co.” 
in Lima, OH, about 70 miles 
to the north, with his half-
brother Guido (blue oval, 
left). He probably traveled by 
train to Cincinnati, where 
Nick was living. In 1-3 years 
Romolo will leave Lima for 
NYC and open a men’s 
clothes design company, 
“Silverstripe.” Soon after, he 
will marry Antonetta BEL-
LUCCI, 10 years his junior. 
The U.S. entered WWI 4 
months before this picture 
was taken, on the same side 
as Italy, probably accounting 
for the display of patriotism. Photo courtesy of Antonio PIZZI, from his 2-volume book on the history of Fossalto 

Although unconfirmed, John P. HARN believes these 2 men in the top row are 
Tony & Michele (Mike) SIMONE, Romolo’s maternal uncles. They would have 

been in their mid-40’s which seems to match the photo. 

Flag on left has large 
emblem of City of Fossalto, 
American flag has 48 stars 

Romolo and Nick’s 
half-brother, Guido V. 

FUSARO, 
the last child born to 

Constantino FUSARO. 

Probably Romolo 
and Nick’s sister 
Beatrice (Nicetta) 

Simone CARRELLI 

 

Nick’s wife 
Virginia  
PIETR- 
ANTONIO 
born 
Fossalto 
12/12/1891 
They mar-
ried in 
Fossalto, 
1911 

ROMOLO 
FUSARO 

NICK 
FUSARO 
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1920 census showing Nicholas FUSARO, wife Virginia, daughters Mary & Delores (in above photo), and half-brother 
Guido living at 821 Oak St. in Cincinnati in a Russian immigrant neighborhood. Son, Armando FUSARO will be born in 
one year. It incorrectly shows Nicholas’ immigration year as 1911. He immigrated in 1904 but returned to Italy to marry 
Virginia. 1911 is the year Nicholas and Virginia married in Fossalto, Italy and entered the U.S. together. It is unknown 

how long Guido lived with them in Cincinnati before he moved permanently to Philadelphia. 

 
Nick’s daughter 
Mary FUSARO 

Nick’s daughter 
Delores FUSARO 

Nick’s Niece 
Gloria FUSARO 

Nick’s Niece 
Dorothy FUSARO 

Nick’s son 
Armando FUSARO 

Family Friend 

 
(left) Armando FUSARO’s 
parents Nick FUSARO & 
Virginia PIETRANTONIO 

probably in Cincinnati 
in the 1960s 

 
 

 
(right) Virginia and Nick 

FUSARO wih Nick’s nephew 
Enzo FUSARO (son of 

Nick’s half-brother Mario 
FUSARO) 

Cincinnati 1958 

photo 1941 

Nick FUSARO 



  

 SIMONE and FUSARO 
Burials in Ohio 

TOP LEFT 
Angelo Maria SIMONE, died 06/01/1912. He was Romolo, Nick and Ni-
cetta’s maternal grandfather. Calvary Cemetery, Cincinnati 
 
MIDDLE LEFT 
Antonetta “Edna” SIMONE , died 1913, and her husband, Antonio 
FUSARO in 1914. She is the daughter of Angelo Maria Simone, the aunt of 
Romolo, Nick and Nicetta FUSARO & the sister of Mike, Pasquale & Tony 
SIMONE. John P. HARN speculates that Antonio FUSARO is a nephew of 
Constantino FUSARO and a first cousin of Romolo, Nick and Nicetta. Cal-
vary Cemetery, Cincinnati. 
 
LOWER LEFT 
Oreste & Nicetta Fusaro CARRELLI. Nicetta died 1977. She is Romolo & 
Nick FUSARO’s sister and Oreste is the brother of Constantino FUSARO’s 
3rd wife. Nicetta’s real name was Beatrice SIMONE. Rest Haven Ceme-
tery, Cincinnati. 
 
ABOVE 
Nick FUSARO (died 1981, one year after Romolo) & Virginia Pietrantonio. 
Nick is the brother of Romolo and Nicetta FUSARO. His legal name was 
Fortunato SIMONE. Their daughter Mary FUSARO is next to them. Rest 
Haven Cemetery, Cincinnati. Note Freemason symbol on headstone. 
 
BELOW 
Oreste CARRELLI & Nicetta FUSARO’s head stone is left of the large tree. 

Top 3 photos on this page courtesy of Gary CARRELLI, No-
vember, 2008. Bottom 2 photos by John P. HARN, July, 2007. 



 

 

 

DOROTHY Jean FUSARO b. 12/05/1925  
daughter of Romolo & Annette Bellucci FUSARO, mother of the 4 HARN boys 

   

was born in Westchester Co. NYC, the younger of 2 daughters. She spent most of her first 14 years at 22 
Bronson St. in Scarsdale where she lived with sister Gloria, her parents and her maternal grandmother 
Mariangela Liguori BELLUCCI. Of her days in Scarsdale, she remembers having a lilac tree that was visi-
ble from the window in the dining room of her house. She remembers that she preferred playing marbles 
and kick-the-can with the boys in the neighborhood than dolls with her 
sister and friends and that her parents did not approve. She attended a 
private Catholic school, Immaculate Heart of Mary. She had to walk a 
long distance home from school because her father was at work and 
her mother sang opera on a live radio program at 3:00 each day. Her 
grandmother was at home after school. Dorothy remembers winding 
up the Vitrola in her grandmother’s room, playing records and listening 
to the music as the record slowly wound down. There was a straw-
berry patch behind the garage that Dorothy cultivated with Marian. As 
was common in that era, Dorothy and her sister were not encouraged 
to learn Italian, the native language of her father and mother. After 9th grade at Eastchester High School, 
her family moved to Cincinnati where she attended Withrow High School and then the University of Cincin-
nati, where she earned a degree in Social Work. Her family first lived at 26 Observatory Hill in Cincinnati 

then moved to 1251 Westminster Ct. in Bond Hill. She was 17 when she met 
Paul H. HARN Jr. who also attended University of Cincinnati. At a sorority 
house party, he helped her carry a stack of records then asked her to go to 
dance with him. It was 1942 and he was in the army and enrolled in classes at 
the same time. Shortly afterward, Paul was sent to Europe to fight. After the 
war they married and raised 4 children in Cincinnati OH, Dayton OH, Farming-

ton MI and Birmingham MI. In Farmington, she worked occasionally as a substitute teacher, sometimes in 
her own children’s classroom. She would sometimes play the piano and sing for her family. After Paul’s sud-
den death from a heart attack in 1974, Dorothy married Melvin Singer in 1977. They lived in Niceville FL 
and Atlanta GA. After Melvin died of cancer in 2001, she moved to Woodstock GA to be closer to her son 
Stephen M. HARN, who took care of her in her later years. After several months of declining health due to 
kidney failure, she died May 3, 2009 in the company of her 3 surviving sons and several grandchildren. 
Dorothy supplied many of the important details in this book.  source: Dorothy Fusaro HARN interviews, John P. HARN                   

D
orothy (l) age 4, 
G

loria (r) age 7 

Dorothy Jean & Gloria Anne, about 1994 in FL 

9th grade high school 
minstral show, 1939, Cincinnati 
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’s house, C
incinnati 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO ♀ 
 

B. 12/05/1925, NYC 
L. Scarsdale, NY, Cincinnati, OH, 

Birmingham, MI, Atlanta, GA 
M. Paul HARN 12/28/1946 in Cincinnati 
Married Melvin Singer 1977 in Atlanta 

D. 05/03/2009, Marietta, GA 



  

 
Dorothy Jean FUSARO in Scarsdale, NY 

1926 

1928-29 

Gloria, Romeo & Dorothy FUSARO 1927 

  1930 

 With sister Gloria 1928 

with sister 
Gloria and 

mother 
Annette 

1929 



 

 Dorothy Jean & Gloria Anne FUSARO in Scarsdale, NY, 1928  

In the stories she told me about her childhood, my mother Dorothy FUSARO had fond memories of her 
back yard in Scarsdale. Of course, time had filtered these memories through a nostalgic gauze. But she 
remembered a lilac tree she could see from the table where they shared meals, and strawberries in the 
back yard that she picked with her grandmother. To her, these were markers of a contented life. I flatter my-
self by believing my own family somewhat mirrors hers. I too have 2 daughters, 3 years apart, who grew up 
inseparable. My own contentment ran deepest during the early years, when my daughters were the ages of 
Dorothy and Gloria in these photos. Spending time in our own back yard, on the swing, in the wading pool, 
sleeping in a tent, eating from our own rough garden, these were the markers of our contented life. Like Ro-
meo, I managed, despite the odds, to create with my wife a child-centered, peaceful suburban life where all 
our needs were “effortlessly” met. Romeo and I were both entrepreneurs. We both married late. The econ-
omy boomed in the 1920s and again in the 1990s. We had our “golden years” at the same point in our chil-
dren’s lives. The photos on this page hold a powerful attraction for me. I believe that when they were taken, 
Romeo, the girls, and Annette-behind-the-camera were deeply contented. How could they not be? They 
were together in sunshine, in a place where lilacs and strawberries mattered.                                             
                                                                                                                                     John P. Harn, August, 2009 

Gloria, Romeo & Dorothy FUSARO at home 

Gloria & Dorothy FUSARO 



  

 

 

  
Dorothy FUSARO re-
ceived her first com-
munion at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in 
Scarsdale, NY on May 
6, 1933 when she was 
7 years old (original certifi-
cate is below). She also 
attended school at Im-
maculate Heart of Mary 
through grade 8. The 
school is at the same 
location as the church. 
Dorothy remembers the 
walk home as being 
very long, and it was for 
a child: slightly less 
than a mile. Dorothy’s 
sister Gloria also at-
tended this school and 
church as a child. 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO 
In Scarsdale, NY 

22 Bronson, Scarsdale, NY 
where Dorothy FUSARO 
lived with her family from 

about 1927 to 1939 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
(above) and school (below) in 2008. 

Photos from the internet. 

8 Carmen Rd, Scarsdale, 
NY, location of Immacu-

late Heart of Mary Church 
and school 

Interior of Immaculate Heart Church 



 

 
Dorothy Jean FUSARO 

In Scarsdale, NY 

about 1939 

about 1939 
at home 

1930, at home 

about 1933 

According to sister Gloria Fusaro BERNARDINI, when she was in about 7th grade, Dorothy insisted everyone call her “Jean”, 
her middle name. This lasted for about a year or two. 



  

 
Dorothy Jean FUSARO at Withrow High School, Cincinnati, Ohio 1943  

Withrow High School 
built 1919 

Drama Club 

Dance Club 

Dorothy’s sister Gloria Anne and cousin Armando FUSARO also attended Withrow Public High School. 



 

 
Dorothy was a 17-year old freshman at University of 
Cincinnati when she met Paul H. HARN Jr. who also 
attended. He was 21. It was 1942 and he was enrolled 
in classes and was in the army (ROTC) at the same 
time. At a sorority house party, he helped her carry a 
stack of records then asked her to go to dance with 
him. She said yes. The next day Paul remembered he 
would be busy at the time of the dance and had to 
cancel. But that didn’t stop them seeing each other.  

 
 
 
Son Stephen 
M. HARN re-
members hear-
ing that Cesare 
BERNARDINI, 
who married 
Dorothy’s sis-
ter Gloria, also 
asked Dorothy 
out on dates 
before he met 
Gloria. Gloria, 
Dorothy and 
A r m a n d o 
FUSARO (1st 
cousin to Doro-
thy and Gloria) 
all attended the 
University of 
Cincinnati at 
the same time. 
Paul went to 
the University 
of Dayton his 
freshman year 
(1939-40), then 
transferred to 
U. of C. in 
1940. WWII 
interrupted his 
studies, but he 
returned after 
the war and 
earned a Law 
Degree there 
in 1948. 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO meets Paul H. HARN Jr., University of Cincinnati 
The original McMicken Hall, center of academic life 
on campus in the early 1940’s. This building was 
Replaced in the 
late 1940s. 



  

 

Dorothy FUSARO, top (L) 
in black & sister Gloria, 

bottom (R) in white. Gloria 
was president of the Alpha 

Delta Pi sorority. 

Paul H. HARN Jr. University of Cincinnati Yearbooks, 
Alpha Tau Omega (military fraternity) group photos, 1941 (L) 1942 (R)  

Dorothy Jean FUSARO meets Paul H. HARN Jr., University of Cincinnati 



 

 
   LETTER written by Paul HARN Jr. to Dorothy Jean FUSARO one month before their wedding, Nov. 1946. 

   continued . . . 



  

 



 

 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO and Paul Henry HARN Jr.’s wedding at St. Andrews Catholic Church, Cincinnati OH 
12/28/1946. Signatures are from their wedding license, 12/23/1946. 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO marries Paul H. HARN Jr. 

Altar of St. Andrews church 
photographed by John P. HARN in 2007 



  

 Dorothy J. FUSARO & Paul H. HARN Jr. 1947-49 
Photos taken either on Bantry Ave. in Cincinnati or in Madeira in Cincinnati 

during their first married years 

Dorothy FUSARO, David P. & Paul H. HARN 
Jr. December, 1947. Paul H. HARN Sr. proba-
bly took the photo. 

David P. HARN (right) & friends eating ice cream, Summer, about 1950 
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Marie GLADWISH, 
David P. & Paul H. HARN Sr. 
December, 1947 



 

 
Dorothy J. FUSARO & Paul H. HARN Jr., 1946-1973 

In B
irm

ingham
, M

I 1972 

about 1970 

With friends in Sarnia, Canada about 1966 

In North Carolina 1973 (photo taken by John P. HARN) 

In Cincinnati 1946-47 

In Cincinnati 1952 

In Cincinnati early 1947 
Dorothy is probably pregnant 
with David 



  

 Dorothy J. Fusaro HARN 

(clockwise from top left) Dorothy in Colorado 1975, Dorothy in Colorado 1975 again (son Stephen M. HARN 
took these 2 photos), Dorothy Fusaro with granddaughter Lisa HARN (of David P.) about 1975, location un-
known & Italo FUSARO, John P. HARN, Dorothy Fusaro HARN & Enzo FUSARO in Farmington, MI 1958. 



 

 

(clockwise from top left) Dorothy FUSARO in mid-air about 1942, probably in 
Cincinnati. About that time she briefly worked as a paid lifeguard (she was 

proud of the fact that she taught all of her children and grandchildren how to 
swim). Three social security cards and signatures, one for each version of her 
name.  Dorothy’s obituary from the Atlanta Journal Constitution, 05/06/2009. 
An oil painting by Dorothy about 1959. It hung in her home in Birmingham MI. 

Her mother, Annette Bellucci FUSARO, also painted. 

Dorothy J. Fusaro HARN 



  

 

Dorothy Jean & Gloria Anne Fusaro 
sisters, about 1939 in New York 

about 1930 
in Scarsdale 

about 1938 
in Atlantic City 

about 1984 in Niceville FL 

about 1941 in Cincinnati 

1948 in Cincinnati 

signature, 1974 

Dorothy Jean Fusaro HARN 



 

 
Dorothy Jean Fusaro HARN 1925-2009. 

These two photos were displayed at her funeral mass held in Woodstock GA. 
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1st Cousins: Gloria, Armando & Dorothy FUSARO 1940 & 2008 

Dorothy Jean FUSARO  
in Cincinnati, Ohio  
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